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• August volume of 8,596 units was down by 19.9% versus last year’s all-time high 
for the month but was still the third-best August sales result on record

• MLS® Home Price Index (apples-to-apples reading) was up by a whopping 17.4% 
versus last year; average selling price of $1,070,911 was up by 12.6%

• Persistent lack of supply (new listings down by 43.0% versus last year) versus 
continued buoyant demand is driving prices higher

• Market tightness and upward price pressure will further intensify as population 
growth in the GTA trends back to pre-COVID levels

GTA MARKET REMAINS EXTREMELY TIGHT IN AUGUST
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Election Day is looming: major federal parties housing platforms

Canadian voters will be hearing a similar message from each of the major federal 
parties during the current election campaign: housing has grown too expensive, 
and we have a plan to fi x it. Here’s what we know about their respective housing 
platforms at the time of this writing.

Liberals
The Liberal Party is proposing to place a freeze on foreign home buying as part 
of an election housing platform aimed at improving affordability in Canada’s 
major cities. The Liberals also plan to support affordable-housing construction 
and repairs, vowing to invest in 1.4 million home units over four years. The 
plan also targets speculation with a temporary ban on “house flipping” and 
aims at promoting price transparency by banning “blind bidding” through 
a Homebuyers’ Bill of Rights. Other measures include establishing a tax-free 
First Home Savings Account for Canadians under 40 allowing them to save as 
much as $40,000 to put towards their first home with no repayment required; 
doubling the First-Time Home Buyers’ Tax Credit from $5,000 to $10,000; 
slashing the monthly Canada Mortgage Housing Corporation (CMHC) insured 
mortgage cost by 25 per cent; as well as cracking down on vacant homes with 
tax penalties.

Conservatives
The Conservatives’ election platform features a plan to build 1 million homes over 
three years, the conversion of at least 15 per cent of federal government property 
into housing and the creation of an Indigenous housing strategy. A Conservative 
government would also bar foreign investors who are not living in or moving to 
Canada from buying a home for at least the next two years. The party also wants 
to encourage the off ering of 7-to-10-year mortgages and to make tweaks to stress 
test and insurance requirements to help people qualify more easily for fi nancing. 
In a bid to encourage the construction of more rental units, the Conservative 
platform also proposes to defer capital gains tax on the sale of a rental property if 
the proceeds are reinvested in rental housing.

NDP
The NDP’s housing platform is centred on a proposal to build 500,000 aff ordable 
homes over the next 10 years. The party is also proposing a 20 per cent foreign 
buyer’s tax on the sale of homes to individuals who are not Canadian citizens 
or permanent residents. To help buyers get into the market, the party is also 
proposing the creation of 30-year mortgages insured by the Canada Mortgage 
and Housing Corporation.

As usual, your client referrals are both highly valued and greatly appreciated. Until 
next time, take care!

PEARLS OF WISDOM

“By working faithfully eight hours a day you may eventually get to be boss and work 
twelve hours a day.” – Robert Frost

“I know what men want. Men want to be really, really close to someone who will leave 
them alone.” – Elayne Boosler

“A doctor gave a man six months to live. The man couldn’t pay his bill, so he gave him 
another six months.” – Henny Youngman

“The reason grandparents and grandchildren get along so well is that they have a 
common enemy.” – Sam Levenson
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Say goodbye to minimalism and hello to maximalism. According to Vox.com 
and The Walrus, the era of uncluttered spaces, monochromatic palettes, and 
clean lines is coming to an end. With lockdowns lifting across the country, 
interior designers are expecting an uptick in maximalism. Homeowners are 
starting to embrace the “more is more” mindset, surrounding themselves with all 
of the things they love. Here are some ways to get in on the maximalism trend.

1. Choose unexpected colour combinations

Minimalism is all about colours that stay in the same palette. Maximalism is 
about the opposite. Consider combining colours that feel wrong, but actually 
look really good together. Think gold and forest green, navy blue and brown, lilac 
and yellow, or burnt orange and baby blue. 

2. Mix up the patterns

If you’ve ever wanted to combine graphic wallpaper with a fl oral sofa and a 
striped rug, now’s the time to do it. Layering mismatched patterns is a great way 
to get the maximalist aesthetic. If you’re worried it will look too chaotic, tie in all 
the patterns with a unifying colour. 

3. Fill the walls with artwork

Can’t decide which art to display on your walls? Pick them all. With maximalism, 
you can combine all your favourite photos and artwork into a gallery that 
stretches from the fl oor to the ceiling. You can even go one step further by 
hanging objects like plates, planters, and sun hats.

4. Display your collections

Go ahead and show off  your collections, whether it’s vintage glasses, perfume 
bottles, dolls, or comic books. While minimalism might have told you to put 
these in storage, maximalism encourages you to celebrate the objects you love 
and put them on full display. 

5. Play with di� erent shapes

In the same vein as colours and patterns, you should also feel free to mix and 

match various shapes. Think curved furniture, circular rugs, round cushions, 
eccentric lighting—practically any geometric shape that is attention-grabbing 
will do the trick. 

6. Don’t forget the ceiling

Consider the ceiling a fi fth wall. It’s often neglected and left as a blank slate. 
However, it’s the perfect place to play with graphic wallpaper, bold colours, 
stunning light fi xtures, and eye-catching moulding. 

7. Embrace antiques

The nice thing about the maximalism movement is that it embraces the 
mingling of diff erent eras. It’s okay to mix new and old, so if your home is fi lled 
with modern furniture, there’s absolutely nothing wrong with adding in an 
antique armoire or vintage rug.  

8. Avoid naked spots

The key to maximalism is ensuring there are as few naked spots as possible. 
That means no blank walls, no sparse shelves, no empty counters. Most of the 
fl at surfaces in your home should be decorated with something such as books, 
lamps, knick-knacks, fl owers, plants, or candles. 

9. Personalize it

Unlike minimalism, maximalism allows your personality to shine through more. 
Show off  those souvenirs from your travels. Hang up that painting you did 
yourself. Paint your bedroom your favourite colour. There are many ways to add 
a personal touch to your home. 

10. Don’t go overboard

Remember that maximalism is not about fi lling your home with lots of stuff  or 
holding on to things you no longer need or love. A maximalist home should still 
feel purposeful, uncluttered, and effi  cient. Every item in the home should feel 
deliberate and should coordinate with the things around it.

Parents looking for homes often need to consider space and school districts. 
However, there are plenty more things to consider when looking for a child-
friendly home. Add these must-haves to your list—and you’ll be thankful 
you did. 

1. Convenient laundry room

Having a washer and dryer is a must when you have kids. But most 
importantly, the laundry must be conveniently located. When you’re doing 
laundry multiple times a week, you don’t want to be lugging all those loads 
down to the basement. Look for laundry located on the main floor near the 
kitchen since you’ll be spending the bulk of your time here. The mudroom 
is another good spot especially if you have little kids. If you want to avoid 
stairs, look for laundry located near the bedrooms since this is where the 
bulk of dirty clothes gets generated. 

2. Spacious mudroom

The entryway is a busy and chaotic spot for most households with children. 
Look for a mudroom that has plenty of space and seating for changing. 
It should also have lots of storage so you can tuck away boots, jackets, 
backpacks, sports gear, strollers, and car seats. It’s also ideal if this entryway 
is out of sight from the rest of the house. That way you don’t have to look at 
the mess when you’re relaxing on the couch. 

3. Lots of storage

Not only will you need storage in the entryway, but you’ll also need it 
everywhere else: kitchen, bedrooms, living room, playroom, bathroom, 
and garage. Built-in storage is ideal for children as you’ll be maximizing the 
space that you have and not have to worry about tall furniture toppling 
over. Most importantly, closed storage is a must for your sanity. 

4. Kid-friendly bathrooms

Bath time is much easier when you have a bathtub versus a shower stall. 
Also, consider having more than one sink to make teeth brushing a breeze. 

5. Fenced yard

For peace of mind, look for a house with a securely fenced yard. This will 

allow your children to play freely and safely in the backyard, so you never 
have to worry about them wandering out into the streets. 

6. Open floor plans

The reason many families love open-concept floor plans is it gives them 
a view of everything that’s going on. If you’re in the kitchen cooking, you 
can keep an eye on your kids in the living room. If you’re having a meal 
in the dining room, you can watch your baby in the playpen. Having an 
unobstructed view of your home allows you to get a lot more done while 
ensuring your children are safe. 

7. Bonus rooms

Even if you only need two bedrooms, it never hurts to look for a two-plus-
den or three-bedroom home. Having bonus space is a game-changer when 
you have kids. That extra room can be used as a playroom, gym, office, or 
future nursery. When it comes to kids, you’ll surely find a reason to make use 
of that extra room. 

8. Child-friendly stairs

If you’ve got a toddler in the house, make sure to look for stairs that can 
be gated at the top and bottom. You’ll also want stairs that have railings, 
preferably ones without wide gaps. Avoid floating stairs—the ones with 
open risers—as they can be unsafe for children. 

9. Private bathroom

Not everything is about the kids; parents should have a sanctuary of their 
own. Look for homes with a master bedroom that has its own private 
bathroom. After everything you do for your kids, you’ll be glad you have a 
separate space all to yourself. 

10 ways to embrace the 
maximalism trend

Want a kid-friendly house? 
9 things you need to look for
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